September 13, 2018

Dear Members of Congress:

As organizations and leaders in the movement to end human trafficking, we want to thank you
for your strong support of the landmark FOSTA-SESTA legislation that overwhelmingly passed
the House and Senate and was signed into law by the President earlier this year. The need
for legislation to clarify Section 230 of the Communication’s Decency Act (CDA) was urgently
needed given the 1st Circuit ruling in Doe v. Backpage.com which held that even if Back-
page.com had participated in the crime of sex trafficking, Section 230 shielded the company
from the claims filed by child victims.

Your support of FOSTA-SESTA gave voice to trafficked women and children (and their parents)
who were seeking to hold bad actor website operators accountable for knowingly facilitating and
participating in the crime of sex trafficking. In fact, in the wake of FOSTA-SESTA, the UK is now
considering similar legislation.

However, this new law and the legal rights it provides to survivors is now in jeopardy because of
the U.S. Trade Representative’s inclusion of Section 230-like language in the new trade agree-
ment with Mexico. Inclusion of Section 230-like language is the cornerstone of the tech lobby’s
strategy to undermine FOSTA-SESTA. As early as this past January, the Electronic Frontier
Foundation (EFF) sent out to their membership the following statement:

Exporting Section 230 to Mexico and Canada isn’t the only reason to advocate for its in-
clusion in a modernized NAFTA. This negotiation comes at a time when Section 230
stands under threat in the United States, currently from the SESTA and FOSTA pro-
posals, which could escalate into demands that platforms also assume greater responsi-
bility for other types of content. As uncomfortable as we are with the lack of openness
of trade negotiations, baking Section 230 into NAFTA may be the best opportunity we
have to protect it domestically.

There is no doubt that no matter what assurances the U.S. Trade Representative may give that
FOSTA-SESTA is not affected by the agreement’s Section 230-like language, groups like EFF
and their Silicon Valley supporters will use the new agreement language to challenge FOSTA-
SESTA in the courts, causing delays in its use by survivors or by local and state law enforce-
ment in the United States. The EFF is already challenging the constitutionality of FOSTA-
SESTA and has asked the court for apreliminary injunction.

It would be antithetical to Congress’s express intent if the new agreement with Mexico contains a
Section 230-like provision. This language would essentially conflict with newly-enacted U.S. law,
exporting the “Backpage problem” to Mexico. There is no reason to immunize bad actors,
whether it is in the U.S., our neighboring countries, and/or countries that are our trade partners.

Lastly, it is surprising to us that at a time when there are so many questions being asked by
Congress about the utility of Section 230 (even from Senator Ron Wyden, its co-author) in light
of platform irresponsibility, that the United States would enshrine Section 230-like language in a
trade agreement and effectively make it the global legal standard that online platforms could use
as a shield against legal liability or from them taking proactive steps to do what is right. It also
does not make sense for the United States Congress to support a provision that would poten-
tially tie its hands on updating laws to better deal with websites facilitating not only human traf-
ficking, but the selling of counterfeit and illegal drugs, fake news, search manipulation, terrorist



activity, and the use of social networks and online advertising by foreign governments to under-
mine our own democracy.

As survivors and advocates dedicated to eradicating human trafficking, we are grateful for your
support, but ask that you implore the Administration to remove the Section 230-like language in
the new Mexican-US Trade Agreement. It is imperative that this new trade agreement not under-
mine the hard-fought victory to enact FOSTA-SESTA into law that helps ensure that websites
that knowingly facilitate sex trafficking will at long last be held accountable for their actions.

Sincerely,

Yvonne Ambrose
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Director, International Human Rights Clinic, Rutgers Law School, NJ

Megan Rosenfeld
Policy Director
Chicago Alliance Against Sexual Exploitation, IL

Gail Dines
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Founder
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President
The Stop Trafficking Project, KS
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Justice Network, NJ
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Founder
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My Safe Haven, NC
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Chief Executive Officer
Malawi Network Against Trafficking, Malawi
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President
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Founder & President
Apne App USA, NY

Dianne Post
Attorney
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Carol Cohen and Sheri Trugman
Co-Chairs
NCJW Essex County Anti-Human Trafficking Committee, NJ

Sherri Zann Rosenthal
Attorney and Chair
Durham County Task Force Against Child Sexual Exploitation, NC



Rev. Adrian Dannhauser
Chair
Episcopal Diocese of New York Task Force Against Human Trafficking, NY

Kathryn Liss
Chair, Human Trafficking Committee
Chicago Bar Association, IL

Austin Ruse
President
C-Fam, DC

Jess Dannhauser
President and Chief Executive Officer
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Amy Wing
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Dina Alexander
Chief Executive Officer
Educate and Empower Kids, TX

Perry Schwartz
President & Creative Director
Kinetic Learning, Inc., MN

Cynthia Turner
President
Seraphim Global, VA

Donna Plourde
Executive Director
Real Life Giving, NH

Kristen A. Jenson
Founder and Chief Executive Officer
ProtectYoungMinds.org, WA
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Chairman & Co-Founder
Citizens for Decency, ID

Marilyn Evans
Founder and Chief Executive Officer
Parents Aware, Canada

Rus Ervin Funk
Consultant
Rus Funk Consulting, KY



Christine Dolan
Founder
Children in Slavery, MD

Rick Naylor
Executive Director
Partners Against Child Trafficking, TX

Kym Nixon
President & Executive Director
Changing Destinies Ministries, NC

Lisa Beohm
Chair of Rotarians Combating Human Trafficking & Slavery
Rotary District 7490, NJ

Lynn Bauer
Board Member
Marin County Coalition to End Human Trafficking, CA

Sue Moore
Founder & Chief Executive Officer
Forgiven Much Ministries, Inc., GA

Jonathan Cronin
Director
Redeem, a project of Take the City, GA

Ann Redding
President
Christian Action League of MN, MN

Najee Amaranth
Chief Executive Officer
The Oakland Mind, CA

H. M. Stephens
Licensed Professional Counselor
Wellspring Christian Clinic, AL

Jill Manning
Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist
Dr. Jill Manning, PLLC, CO

Nick Logan
Chief Executive Officer
Cornerstone Payment Systems, VA
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Producer
Valhalla Entertainment, CA



Ramon Riancho
President & Chief Executive Officer
Indusa Americas Group, FL

Ruth A. Vitale
Chief Executive Officer
The Film Collective, CA

Carolina Allen
Executive Director
Big Ocean Women, UT

Rev. Raleigh Sadler
Founder & Executive Director
Let My People Go, Inc., NY
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President & Chief Executive Officer
Family Policy Alliance, CO

Vanessa Schmidt
Executive Director
The Wild Hope Austin, TX

Lauren Spiewak
Founder & Director
Fragile: Beauty for Ashes, PA

Regina Kemble
President & Chief Executive Officer
International Athletes’ Abolition Mission, NC

Annie Bell
Executive Director
Wealth Management Ministries, Inc., GA
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Chief Executive Officer
Minnesota Family Council, MN
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National Director
Family First New Zealand, New Zealand
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Clinical Director
Capstone Center for Counseling, DBT, & Relational Trauma, GA
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Human Trafficking Community Engagement, Adjunct Instructor
University of Missouri Kansas City, MO
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Fern Wolkin and Rosemary McGovern
Steering Committee Members
New Jersey Coalition Against Human Trafficking, NJ

Julaine J. Appling
President
Wisconsin Family Action, WI

Jewell Baraka
Survivor/Anti-Trafficking Advocate
Exodus Cry, MO

Eva Andrade
President & Chief Executive Officer
Hawaii Family Forum, HI

Sharon Slater
President
Family Watch International, AZ

Karen Bowling
Executive Director
Nebraska Family Alliance, NE

Nicole Theis
President
Delaware Family Policy Council, DE

Marcia Stocks
Advocate/Survivor/Housing Specialist
Oneida Crisis Center, ID

Nicole Simmons
Executive Director
Agape Children’s Emergency Shelter, TX

Leigh Kohler
Co-Founder and Executive Director
Freedom Church Alliance, TX

Allison Meier Madrigal
President
RescueHouston, TX

Sherri Clement
Founder & Executive Director
Hope Rising, TX

Melissa Tassé
Chair

Junior Leagues of NJ State Public Affairs Committee, NJ
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Joe Ortwerth
Executive Director
Missouri Family Policy Council, MO

Joy Thompson
Program Manager, Day Star Mentoring & CSEC Eduction
Claire’s House, CA

Mary Margaret Bawden
Chief Executive
Soul to Sole Choreography, CA

Pam Matthews
Board of Directors
The WellHouse, AL

Nicholeen Peck
President
The Worldwide Organization for Women, UT

Debi Tengler
Chief Relations Officer
Arrow Child & Family Ministries, TX

Diane Gramley
President
American Family Association of PA, PA

Kim Checkeye
Executive Director
Truth for Women, PA

Felicia R. Ingram
Assistant Director of Operations
Prevention Works Joint Task Force & Coalition, CT

Deanna Lambson
President & Founder
Whiteribbonweek.org, UT

Robin Sanderson
Admissions Director
Star Guides Wilderness, UT

Pam Gonzalez
Board of Directors
Tigerlili Resources, Inc., MO

Kirsten Richert
Chief Executive Officer
Richer Innovation Consulting, NJ



Marylou Erbland
Clinical Director
Center for Success and Independence, TX

Thomas Estler
Director
Freedom Ladder, NY

Mark Jorritsma
President and Executive Director
Family Policy Alliance of North Dakota, ND

Melissa Richardson
Outreach Leader
Beloved, CO

Margaret Shannon
Vice President for Advocacy
UNA-USA/NYS Division, NY

Marielle Ali
National Council Member
United Nations Assocation, NY

Sunita Jaswal
Founder
Back to Humanity, NY

Robert Shirley Baker, Jr.
Chairperson
Catalyst for Freedom, AZ

Lisa Beohm
Chair of Rotarians Combating Human Trafficking & Slavery
Rotary District 7490, NJ

Carrie Speiser & Victoria Spera
Human Trafficking Prevention
Prevent Child Abuse New Jersey, NJ

Barbara Felton
Co-chair PEHT
UNA-USA New York Southern Division, NY

Diana Starace
Injury Coordinator
Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital New Brunswick, NJ

Summer Steinmiller & Audrey Pechilis
Founders
Teens vs Trafficking
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